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WOMT CELEBRATES 75 YEARS OF 

BROADCASTING 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 6, 2001 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I want to salute 
and congratulate WOMT Radio in Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin, as it celebrates 75 years of com-
munity leadership and local broadcasting. This 
station has become a mainstay of the commu-
nity and we have come to rely on WOMT to 
provide current, useful, and—perhaps most 
important—community-based programming. 
WOMT is relatively unique in the current 
broadcast world by maintaining its local control 
and focus. It prides itself on its ability to pro-
vide programming that centers on talk, news 
and local sports programs. 

The station first went on the air back in 
1926 and at the time was only the third radio 
station in existence in the state of Wisconsin. 
Over its proud 75 year history, WOMT has 
had only three owners. In this era of broad-
casting mega-mergers, WOMT has thrived 
under local ownership, providing the commu-
nity not only news and information, but also 
shows featuring local on-air personalities that 
lakeshore residents have come to know well 
over the years. Throughout its long history, 
WOMT has proven that a radio station can be 
successful without compromising its goal of in-
forming and educating its listeners. 

WOMT has provided hours of listening 
pleasure to lakeshore residents over the years 
as we drive to work, pick up the kids from 
school, run our errands on the weekend, or 
tune in to catch a high school game. I again 
want to congratulate all the people at WOMT, 
including longtime owner Don Seehafer, for 
their dedication and commitment to making 
our lives a little more enjoyable. Congratula-
tions, WOMT, on your first 75 years and we 
look forward to at least 75 more. 
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EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR VIC-
TIMS OF EARTHQUAKE IN INDIA 
ON JANUARY 26, 2001, AND SUP-
PORT FOR ONGOING AID EF-
FORTS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my deepest sympathy for the victims of 
the earthquake that recently struck the state of 
Gujarat in western India. 

January 26th marked Republic Day for the 
Indian people. The celebration of the fifty-first 
anniversary of the ratification of the Indian 
constitution was overshadowed by an earth-
quake, which although it only lasted sixty sec-
onds, took an incalculable toll on western 
India. 

It measured 7.9 on the Richter Scale. An 
earthquake so forceful and deadly that tremors 
were felt throughout the country and an esti-
mated 25,000 people were killed. Remarkably, 

rescuers continue to find survivors, and we 
are grateful for their work on behalf of the In-
dian people. The slow and arduous process of 
rebuilding both buildings and lives has begun. 
The aftershock of such a calamity will be felt 
for years to come. 

It is therefore my hope that our government 
will provide the necessary and appropriate 
funds that may help alleviate the destruction 
caused by this catastrophe. So far, USAID has 
allotted nine million dollars for relief efforts. 
However, no amount of aid can ever com-
pensate for the anguish and profound loss that 
has been experienced by the Indian people. 
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HONORING THE EFFORTS OF ONE 
ACCORD MINISTRY 

HON. WILLIAM L. JENKINS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 6, 2001 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, today I honor 
the efforts of a local community organization, 
Of One Accord Ministry, making the lives of 
many people in the First Congressional District 
better. 

This weekend, Of One Accord Ministry will 
hold a celebration dinner in honor of the many 
volunteers who offered their time and assist-
ance to help those who were less fortunate. 
Last year, these efforts helped over 28,000 in-
dividuals in Hawkins and Hancock Counties. 

The true heroes of this organization were 
over 200 volunteers from all walks of life such 
as young scouts, employees from local busi-
nesses and industries, members of civic clubs, 
local schools, and members of various church-
es. These individuals offered their services in 
collecting needed items, taking donations, de-
livering food and other items to needy families, 
serving a free medical clinic for those in need 
of basic medical attention, and many other 
tasks. 

In the Congress, I have often advocated 
that the government cannot be the answer to 
all of the problems that exist in our society. 
We can do many things to help out those who 
need assistance, but real changes come about 
with the help of the local community, neigh-
bors helping neighbors, one individual at a 
time. Local organizations like Of One Accord 
Ministry are our first line of defense against 
these social problems. Their efforts should be 
highlighted and commended for the results 
they have achieved. 

Too often, we only hear and read about the 
negative news in our localities. Positive efforts 
such as those provided by local citizens often 
go unnoticed. I want to take this opportunity to 
recognize, congratulate, and bring to the at-
tention of the Congress the great work that is 
being accomplished by the volunteers of Of 
One Accord Ministry. Tennesseans are long 
known for their selfless devotion, earning us 
the nickname the ‘‘Volunteer State.’’ These 
volunteers carry on that tradition and are truly 
deserving of our thanks today. 

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ALAN 
CRANSTON 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 6, 2001 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in paying tribute to former 
Senator Alan Cranston of California who 
passed away over the holiday break. In a ca-
reer spanning most of the 20th century, both 
as a private citizen and a Member of Con-
gress, he developed a reputation as a tireless 
advocate of worthy causes from the environ-
ment to veterans health, and most notably 
arms control. His passing gives us pause to 
reflect on the legacy of one who fought hard 
his entire life for peace and democratic free-
doms. 

Mr. Speaker, Alan Cranston began his cru-
sade for peace early in his life as a journalist. 
Born in Palo Alto, California in 1914, Cranston 
graduated from Stanford University in 1936 
and he worked for the International News 
Service where he edited the first unaltered 
version of Mein Kampf, laying bare Hitler’s 
racist beliefs, and inviting a lawsuit from the 
Fuehrer over copyright infringement. In 1939, 
Cranston continued his fight against racism as 
an advocate for the Common Council for 
America Unity, an organization opposing dis-
crimination against the foreign born. 

Cranston’s service to his country began dur-
ing World War II, when he enlisted in the 
United States Army and became a private. Be-
cause of his verbal skills, he was assigned to 
lecture to soldiers on war aims. After the war, 
Cranston continued to advocate peace 
through his career in journalism. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1968, he became a United 
States Senator from California. In the U.S. 
Senate, Alan Cranston’s tireless advocacy for 
protecting the California desert and advocating 
the philosophy of arms control and arms re-
duction earned him the reputation of a ‘‘work-
horse,’’ and it is one he rightly deserves. And 
even after leaving the Senate at the age of 82, 
Alan Cranston continued until the time of his 
death to press for arms reduction by chairing 
two San Francisco-based think tanks—the 
Gorbachev Foundation USA and the Global 
Security Institute. 

Mr. Speaker, Senator Alan Cranston worked 
long and hard for peace, and at his passing I 
join his many friends and admirers in paying 
tribute to his distinguished service, and it is 
my hope that we may carry on his work with 
equal strength and conviction. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 6, 2001 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall vote 
Nos. 5, 6, 7 and 8 on January 30–31, 2001 I 
was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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